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spending with the officers of the Casa de Guine on commercial
matters (docs. 23, 40, 42, 45, 50, 71). Gold was the chief com-
modity secured by barter from the native merchants of Mina,
and during the years 1482-1530 very large quantities were sent
to Portugal (doc. 14)*. It was obtained in exchange for a variety
of goods, notably brightly coloured cloth, striped cloth, old
linen, slaves, beads, shells, kettles, and brass and copper pots,
pans and bracelets (docs. 17, 23). One-twentieth of all gold was
surrendered to the crown (doc. 31). The gold was stored in
warehouses in the factory until the arrival of the large annual
Mina fleets from Portugal (docs. 14, 54). The negroes were very
proud of the old clothes which they obtained for their gold, and
the barter in old clothes and linens was so extensive that a
special officer was appointed in the castle to take charge of 'the
factory of old linen' (docs. 16, 17, 20, 41). They also gladly
bought slaves, for many of them appear to have travelled long
distances down to the coast from the gold-bearing regions of
Ashanti, and they needed the help of carriers to take their pur-
chases on their return up-country. The Portuguese, therefore,
brought slaves from the coast of Benin, the island of S2o Thome,
and even as far away as Arguim fort to supply this demand at
Mina (docs. 39, 4o)2. During the golden age of the empire, the
Mina trade was very prosperous, and the chief factor held a
lucrative office of importance and distinction,
Besides the governor and the factors, there were a few other
officials, such as the chief magistrate, the accountant, and the
clerks, and there was at least one priest whose duty it was to
attend to the spiritual needs of the garrison. When the castle
had been founded, the chapel had been built outside the walls,
But at the end of the sixteenth century it was removed and
erected inside the walls of the fort. The reason for this was that
Santiago hill, on which the chapel originally stood, overlooked
the castle from the west and was a favourable spot from which
to direct fire upon the garrison3. The dismantling of the first
1 For an account of the gold traffic, see Blake, pp. 80-3.
3 Asia, dec. x, bk. 3, ch. 3.
3 Dapper, Description, p. 281; P. D. Marees, Keschryvtnge &*de hfotorisrhe
verhael van het Gout~cu$te van Guinea (1602), chs, 49., 50.